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THE GANDHI DECADE: PART II 
CCENTRALIZATION AND ECONOMIC HOPE) 


ANNCR > 
THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF PRIIIE MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI'S 

RULE HAS PROVIDED THE FOREIGN PRESS CORPS IN NEW DELHI WITH 
FOOD FOR COMHENT ON POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DYMAMICS IN INDIA OVER 
THE PAST DECADE, THE FOCUS OF ATTENTION IS UNDERSTANDABLY 
ON DEVELOPNENTS OVER THE LAST SIX MONTHS, SINCE MISSUS GANDHI 
WAS GIVEN SWEEPING EMERGENCY POWERS. VOA'S JOSEPH SULLIVAN 
IN THIS CTHE SECOND OF TIO) REPORT (CS) LOOKS AT THE OBSERVATIONS 
OF TWO ANERICAN CORRESPONDENTS IN THE IMDIAN CAPITAL. 
VOICE: 

HENRY BRADSHER -- WRITING FOR THE "WASHINGTON STAR" -- 
SAYS THAT MANY INDIANS Ii! AND OUT OF THE GOVERNMENT ARE 
DISAPPOINTED AT THE FAILURE OF PEOPLE TO STAND UP FOR SUCH 
RIGHTS AS FREE SPEECH, ALTHOUGiI, Iii HIS WORDS, "THE CURTAILED 
RIGHTS OF WESTERN=STYLE DEHOCRACY IN INDIA MEANT SOMETHING 
TO ONLY A SMALL EDUCATED SEGIiENT OF THE POPULATION," THERE 
IS ALSO A MIXED ATTITUDE, BY iiANY, HE SAYS, \iHO HAVE PUBLICLY 
MADE PEACE WITH MISSUS GANDHI BUT WHO ARE PRIVATELY BITTER. 
AT THE SAME TINIE, HE ADDS, MISSUS GANDHI IS ANGERED AT THE 
SILENT DISAPPROVAL OF LEADING INDIAN INTELLECTUALS, WHO HAVE 
REJECTED GOVERNI1EMT EFFORTS TO RECRUIT THEM FOR ENDORSEMENTS OF 
THE NE\! ORDER, 

THE RESULT OF THE EIiERGENCY, IiISTER GRADSHER WRITES, HAS 
BEEN THAT INDIA'S FEDERAL SYSTEII IS NOW TIGHTLY CENTRALIZED, 
IT WAS IN FACT IF NOT Iit LAW, HE SAYS, BEFORE THE EMERGENCY 
BEGAN. THE PRIIiE MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT, MISTER BRADSHER 
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OBSERVES, WAS ONCE JUST A SHALL STAFF. BUT, IN HIS WORDS, “IT 
HAS BECOME A LARGE OPERATION WITH TENTACLES REACHING IN ALL 
DIRECTIONS, STRANGLING SOME PARTS OF THE OLD SYSTEM OF SEPARATE 
MINISTRIES REPORTING THROUGH THE CASINET."™ THE THEORETICAL 
SYSTEM OF THE INDIAN GOVERNIIENT, HE CONCLUDES, REMAINS THE 
SAME, BUT THE PRACTICAL OPERATION AT THE POLICY LEVEL HAS 
CHANGED ALMOST OUT OF RECOGNITION. 

MISTER BRADSHER SAYS THAT H4ISSUS GANDHI'S POWER, LIKE 
THAT OF HER FATHER, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU, HAS RESTED ON THE 
MIDDLE-CLASS MEMCERS OF THE RULING CONGRESS PARTY, BUT 
SINCE THE EMERGENCY, iE H!OTES, IT HAS ALSO RESTED MORE 
OBVIOUSLY UPON THE CIVIL SERVICE Ai!D MILITARY AND POLICE 
OFFICERS. THESE, HE WRITES, ARE CONSERVATIVE GROUPS \!ITH 
THE VESTED INTERESTS OF SI1ALL CAPITALISTS AND LAND=HOLDERS, 
AND FOR THIS REASON, HE SAYS, SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL REFORMS 
SEEM TO MANY INDIANS LESS LIKELY NOW THAN EVER, 

TURNING TO THE ECONOMIC FRONT, MISTER BRADSHER NOTES 
THAT THE APPLICATION OF WHAT HE CALLS, "OLD-FASHIONED 
NON=IDEOLOGICAL ECONOMIC REIiEDIES," PLUS SOME GOOD-LUCK 
WEATHER WHICH CONTINUED INTO THE MONSOON SEASON LAST SUMMER 
HAD BORNE FRUIT BY THE TIME MISSUS GANDHI IIPOSED THE 
EMERGENCY. A FEW DAYS AFTER THE DECLARATION, THE INDIAN 
PRIME MINISTER TOLD A NATIONAL RADIO AUDIENCE THAT THE 
EMERGENCY PROVIDED INDIA WITH A WEW OPPORTUNITY TO PUSH 
AHEAD WITH ITS ECONOMIC TASKS, HER LIST OF TASKS HAS SINCE 
BEEN INSTITUTIONALIZED AS THE GOVERNIIENT'S "TYWENTY=POINT 
ECONOMIC PROGRAM." SOME OF THESE TASKS, MISTER BRADSHER 


SAYS, REQUIRE PROFOUND CHANGES OF A KIND THAT HAD BEEN 
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DISCUSSED IN INDIA FOR DECADES, Ii!CLUDING LAND REFORM, BUT, 
WHAT LITTLE CHANGE IS VISIBLE THUS FAR, HE NOTES, HAS COME 
LARGELY FROM DIVERTING FUNDS FOR SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO 
IRRIGATION AND AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS. 

"NEW YORK TINiES" CORRESPONDENT WILLIAM BORDERS WRITES FROM 
NEW DELHI THAT THE INDIAN GOVERNME:T'S ECONOMIC PROGRAM 
GIVES PRIORITY TO THE STREAMLINING OF THE GRAIN DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEH AND THE EXPANSION OF IRRIGATION NETWORKS. SOME OF 
THE PROGRAN, HE OBSERVES, IS BEING IMPLEMENTED, AND SOME 
PEOPLE'S LIVES ARE INDEED GETTING A BIT BETTER. BUT 
DESPITE THE FACT THAT INDIA'S GRAIN PRODUCTION THIS YEAR 
SHOULD SURPASS THE RECORD HARVEST OF 1971, HE SAYS, 
IN THOSE FIVE YEARS THE POPULATION HAS INCREASED MUCH MORE 
RAPIDLY THAN FOOD PRODUCTUIO#, WITHOUT IMPORTS, HE WRITES, 
THERE WOULD BE LESS FOOD PER CAPITA THAN THERE WAS IN 1971. 

NONETHELESS, i1ISTER BORDERS EMPHASIZES THAT INDIA 
HAS NOT REACHED THE POINT WHERE OVERALL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
IS OUTSTRIPPED BY POPULATION GROWTH, THERE'S BEEN REAL 
INDUSTRIAL GROWTH IN SOME AREAS, HE NOTES, DESPITE THE 
POPULATION INCREASE OF FOURTEEN MILLION EVERY YEAR, INDIA, 
HE CONCLUDES, MAY STILL LOOK TIMELESS, BUT THERE ARE 
DEFINITE SIGNS OF MODERNIZATION. 
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